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OUTCOME DOMAIN MEASURABLE OUTCOMES SOURCE/REFERENCE

EDUCATIONAL 
SUCCESS 

(from early 
childhood through 

postsecondary 
levels)

CHILD IS READY FOR SCHOOL AND TAKES CHARGE OF HIS/HER LEARNING
(Foundation for Child Development)

Meets developmental milestones
Development and Psychopathology 2013 
US Department of HHS, ACF 2010
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Improved literacy skills
Aikens et al., 2013 
St. Pierre et al., 1996

Improved classroom behavior St. Pierre et al., 1996

Higher attendance
Connolly & Olson 2012 
St. Pierre et al., 1996
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Reduction in grade repetition St. Pierre et al., 1996

Improved postsecondary outcomes
Ascend at the Aspen Institute
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Improved grades/achievement

Greenberg & Domitrovich 2011 
St. Pierre et al., 1996 
Zhao & Modarresi 2010
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

PARENT BECOMES MORE POWERFUL LEARNING PARTNER AND IS MOTIVATED 
TO PURSUE POSTSECONDARY LEARNING

(Foundation for Child Development)

Increased GED attainment
Bassett 2014 
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Increased enrollment in postsecondary 
education

Ascend at the Aspen Institute 
Sabol & Chase-Lansdale 2014
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Increased motivation to pursue 
postsecondary education

Ascend at the Aspen Institute
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Receipt of certification and/or degree
Ascend at the Aspen Institute
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Parents are empowered as their 
children’s first/primary teachers

National Head Start Association Impact 
Working Group (in progress)

Improved functional literacy St. Pierre et al., 1996

Increased involvement in children’s 
learning activities

Gelber & Isen 2011

Higher expectations for parent’s and 
child’s educational attainment

Sommer et al., 2012
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Improved parenting skills
Development & Psychopathology 2013
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

TABLE 1: OUTCOMES TYPICALLY TARGETED BY TWO-GENERATION PROGRAMS

http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/A%20Dual-Generation%20Strategy%20-%20Using%20Technology.pdf
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9123874
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/executive_summary_final.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/faces_2009_child_outcomes_brief_final.pdf
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
http://baltimore-berc.org/pdfs/PreKKAttendanceFullReport.pdf
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2dfdapbc1gbu4w5/Measuring the Results.pdf?dl=0
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://news.psu.edu/story/154766/2011/10/06/preschool-program-improves-standardized-test-scores-through-grade-5
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/sharedaccountability/reports/2010/10.04.30 Pre K report.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/A Dual-Generation Strategy - Using Technology.pdf
http://www.avance.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/WPFP-Summer-2014-Brief.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2dfdapbc1gbu4w5/Measuring the Results.pdf?dl=0
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pam.21799/abstract
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2dfdapbc1gbu4w5/Measuring the Results.pdf?dl=0
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2dfdapbc1gbu4w5/Measuring the Results.pdf?dl=0
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
https://www.nhsa.org/content/investing-impact-working-group
https://www.nhsa.org/content/investing-impact-working-group
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
http://www.nber.org/papers/w17704.pdf
https://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentId=16678
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayFulltext?type=1&fid=9123876&jid=DPP&volumeId=25&issueId=4pt2&aid=9123874
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
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OUTCOME DOMAIN MEASURABLE OUTCOMES SOURCE/REFERENCE

EDUCATIONAL 
SUCCESS

FAMILY: EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS BECOMES A CORE FAMILY VALUE

Increased family literacy

Enhanced home learning environment Foundation for Child Development 2012

Increased family engagement Miller et al., 2014

WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
ECONOMIC ASSETS

CHILD HAS A MODEL FOR ECONOMIC SUCCESS

Career exposure Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2014

Increased wage benefits Johnson and Jackson 2011

PARENT IS MOTIVATED TO CLIMB CAREER LADDER

Improved earnings
St. Pierre et al., 1996
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Reduced reliance on public aid Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2012

Defined career goals
Ray Marshall Center Dual-Generation 
Strategy Initiative 2011; RMC 2012
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Job stability
Love et al., 2002 
St. Pierre et al., 1996
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Better income/job St. Pierre et al., 1996

Increased participation in job training Love et al., 2002

FAMILY IS EMPOWERED AND STABLE

Increased economic status and stability
Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2012
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Increased financial assets Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2014

Basic needs are continuously being met Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2014

SOCIAL CAPITAL

CHILD DEVELOPS EMOTIONAL AND INTELLECTUAL CAPACITY TO SUCCEED IN SOCIETY

Improved social adjustment in school 
and community

Aikens et al., 2013 
Ascend at the Aspen Institute, 2012 
Zhai et al., 2011
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Improved cognitive performance

Development and Psychopathology 2013 
Love et al., 2002 
US Dept. of HHS, ACF 2010 
Zhai et al., 2011
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/A Dual-Generation Strategy - Using Technology.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cdev.12233/abstract
http://b.3cdn.net/ascend/d3336cff8a154af047_07m6bttk2.pdf
http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~ruckerj/RJabstract_LRHeadStartSchoolQuality.pdf
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2dfdapbc1gbu4w5/Measuring the Results.pdf?dl=0
http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/Dual-Gen Research Brief.pdf
http://fcd-us.org/sites/default/files/Dual-Gen Research Brief.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cshr/pubs/pdf/APPAM_2011_King_Smith_Glover_Paper2504.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/~/media/publications/PDFs/ehsfinalsumm.pdf
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.abtassoc.us/reports/D19960039.pdf
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/~/media/publications/PDFs/ehsfinalsumm.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2dfdapbc1gbu4w5/Measuring the Results.pdf?dl=0
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://b.3cdn.net/ascend/d3336cff8a154af047_07m6bttk2.pdf
http://b.3cdn.net/ascend/d3336cff8a154af047_07m6bttk2.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/faces_2009_child_outcomes_brief_final.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2dfdapbc1gbu4w5/Measuring the Results.pdf?dl=0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3050648/pdf/nihms273531.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayFulltext?type=1&fid=9123876&jid=DPP&volumeId=25&issueId=4pt2&aid=9123874
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/~/media/publications/PDFs/ehsfinalsumm.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/executive_summary_final.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3050648/pdf/nihms273531.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
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SOCIAL CAPITAL

PARENT IMPROVES EMOTIONAL CAPACITY AND PARENTING SKILLS TO ENSURE THEY AND THEIR 
CHILDREN CAN SUCCESSFULLY NAVIGATE SOCIETY

Increased coordination with teachers in 
child’s learning

Cognitive Behavioral Practice 2001

Improved emotional support skills Love et al., 2002

Development of warm and nurturing 
relationships with children

Strengthening Families Protective Factors 
Survey 2012
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Increased knowledge and confidence to 
raise healthy and successful children

Strengthening Families Protective Factors 
Survey 2012
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

FAMILY IS CONNECTED WITH ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND/OR OTHER SUPPORTS
(National Human Services Assembly)

Increased family cohesion
Ray Marshall Center 2011 
Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2012
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Increased participation in community life
Ray Marshall Center 2011 
Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2012

Increased connection to other families
Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2014 
Sommer et al., 2012

OUTCOME DOMAIN MEASURABLE OUTCOMES SOURCE/REFERENCE

HEALTH AND 
WELL-BEING

CHILD PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL HEALTH DEVELOPS APPROPRIATELY

Meets developmental milestones
Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2014
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Increased executive functioning skills
The Future of Children 2014
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Positive cognitive and social-emotional 
development

Love et al., 2002 
Vogel et al., 2010
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn 2014

Increased child health insurance 
coverage

US Dept of HHS, ACF 2010

Increased likelihood of being immunized US Dept of HHS, ACF 2010

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1077722901800110
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/~/media/publications/PDFs/ehsfinalsumm.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/publications/neighborhood-investment/strengthening-families/top-five/protective-factors-self-assessment.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/publications/neighborhood-investment/strengthening-families/top-five/protective-factors-self-assessment.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.cssp.org/publications/neighborhood-investment/strengthening-families/top-five/protective-factors-self-assessment.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/publications/neighborhood-investment/strengthening-families/top-five/protective-factors-self-assessment.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.nassembly.org/Uploads2/Resources/NHSAFull_Report2GenOSOWFamilies.pdf
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cshr/pubs/pdf/APPAM_2011_King_Smith_Glover_Paper2504.pdf
http://b.3cdn.net/ascend/d3336cff8a154af047_07m6bttk2.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.utexas.edu/research/cshr/pubs/pdf/APPAM_2011_King_Smith_Glover_Paper2504.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2dfdapbc1gbu4w5/Measuring the Results.pdf?dl=0
http://ascend.aspeninstitute.org/pages/gateways-to-two-generations
https://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentId=16678
http://ascend.aspeninstitute.org/pages/gateways-to-two-generations
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/24_01_01.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/~/media/publications/PDFs/ehsfinalsumm.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/grade5.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/executive_summary_final.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/executive_summary_final.pdf
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HEALTH AND 
WELL-BEING

PARENT HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH IS STRENGTHENED

Decreased psychological distress
The Future of Children 2014
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks Gunn 2014

Decreased maternal depression The Future of Children 2014

Increased access to health insurance The Future of Children 2014

Increased confidence
Crittenton Women’s Union 
Foundation for Child Development 2012

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS ARE STRENGTHENED

Increased emotional well-being
Ascend at the Aspen Institute 2014
Chase-Lansdale & Brooks Gunn 2014

Please note that this Outcomes Table compiles outcomes for two-generation programs as identified by researchers, 
evaluators, and practitioners within the existing two-generation literature to date. This literature spans the fields of 
neurobiology, early developmental psychology, program evaluation, early childhood education, and emerging 
two-generation research. This version of the Outcomes Table will serve as a starting point for Ascend’s forthcoming 
Outcomes Bank, which will highlight the research and evidence base substantiating outcomes specific to two-
generation approaches. Additional outcomes will be added as they are identified by the field.

OUTCOME DOMAIN MEASURABLE OUTCOMES SOURCE/REFERENCE

http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23723384?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23723384?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.liveworkthrive.org/research_and_tools/reports_and_publications/Disrupting_the_Poverty_Cycle_Emerging_Practices_to_Achieve_Economic_Mobility
http://www.liveworkthrive.org/research_and_tools/reports_and_publications/Disrupting_the_Poverty_Cycle_Emerging_Practices_to_Achieve_Economic_Mobility
http://ascend.aspeninstitute.org/pages/gateways-to-two-generations
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/journals/article/index.xml?journalid=81&articleid=599&sectionid=4191

